
Wisconsin Welsh Weekend for Everyone Will 

Feature Eisteddfod, Noson Lawen, Cymanfa Ganu 

By Mary Williams-Norton 

 

The seventh Welsh Weekend for Everyone (Seithfed 

Penwythnos Cymreig i Bawb) in Wisconsin will be held in 

Appleton, WI, May 3-5.  The weekend will offer a 

variety of activities including an eisteddfod 

competition and chairing, workshops on Welsh music, 

foods, and heritage, children’s activities, Welsh film, 

displays, a noson lawen on Saturday evening, and the 

State Gymanfa Ganu on Sunday afternoon. 

 

Most of the activities will held at Memorial 

Presbyterian Church at 803 College Avenue.  The 

designated hotel for the weekend is the Radisson Paper 

Valley Hotel.  The weekend fun will begin with a Friday 

night supper and pub night—sure to generate some 

singing—at the Paper Valley followed by an opportunity 

to explore Appleton and have lunch there Saturday 

morning.  Beginning at 12:30 p.m. Memorial Presbyterian 

will host the workshops, children’s activities, 

displays, Welsh film, supper (created in part by one of 

the workshop groups), a lively noson lawen, and the 

ceremony of chairing the bard:  winner of the Welsh 

Weekend Eisteddfod.  The State Gymanfa Ganu directed by 

Mary Mergenthal of St. Paul, MN, will be held at 2:30 

p.m. on Sunday afternoon, May 5, also at Memorial 

Presbyterian Church, with a te bach to follow. 

 

The informal noson lawen welcomes anyone with a 

recitation, song, or story to entertain the group.  

During the noson lawen the winner of the eisteddfod 

competition will be announced and presented with the 

2013 Wisconsin Weekend Eisteddfod Chair with 



appropriate traditional ceremony after the adjudicators 

describe entries submitted for competition. 

 

 

The 2013 Wisconsin Welsh Weekend Eisteddfod Chair  

The Eisteddfod competition is open to everyone 

attending activities on May 4.  To enter, the writer 

must create—in Welsh or English--an essay of 750 words 

or less or a poem of 50 lines or less on the theme 

“paper” (“papur”) inspired by the Fox River valley’s 

thriving paper industry.  Preference will be given to 

works that include a Welsh connection to the theme.  

The entry must be submitted under a ffugenw (false name 

or pen name) and handed in early on Saturday afternoon, 

May 4.  The winner receives not only acclaim and 

applause but also, as in Wales, an actual chair (shown 

above).  For more information about any aspects the 

Welsh Weekend from reservation information to 

Eisteddfod competition details, contact me at 

williamsnorton1858@centurytel.net . 
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