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From the evening of April 29 to the afternoon of May 1, participants in the Tenth Welsh 

Weekend for Everyone held in Watertown, Wisconsin, enjoyed a variety of Welsh-

flavored musical and cultural experiences.  The event was planned and sponsored by 

the Welsh Gymanfa Ganu Association of Wisconsin (WGGAW).  The group invited John 

Good of Phoenix, Arizona, to serve as director of the 84th Annual State Gymanfa Ganu. 

A renowned singer, musician, and storyteller, he also gave the Friday night concert, a 

dramatic reading of one of his stories on Saturday afternoon, served as master of 

ceremonies at the Saturday noson lawen, served as an adjudicator of the Welsh 

Weekend Eisteddfod, and participated enthusiastically at the Saturday evening pub 

night gathering.   He was joined by many talented Wisconsin people in providing an 

inspiring and educational weekend of hwyl Gymreig for all. 

 

After a brief introduction by Rev. Joseph Corbin of Reedsburg, John Good began his 

Friday evening concert by marching into the sanctuary of Christ United Methodist 

Church as he played Welsh bagpipes, just one of many handcrafted instruments he 

played during the evening.  He wore a kilt of the Davies tartan and explained that he 

was a descendant of the Davies family that lived in and around Cwmafan, the place 

where he was born and lived until coming to the United States in 1975.  His concert 

program was a musical journey through the history of Wales.  He sang, played the harp, 

guitar, two types of bagpipes and a variety of other pipes to accompany his magical and 

historical journey. 

 

As participants arrived on Saturday afternoon, they were invited to peruse the “flea 

market” organized by Mary Davies and offering a large number of Welsh-related books, 

tapes, CD’s, baked goods, tote bags, and other items.  The program of workshops 

began at 2:00 p.m. with John Good reading—with his own musical accompaniment—his 

story “The Disappearing of Owain Glyndwr”.   Following this inspiring performance, 

some of the participants chose to learn about the Welsh flag from Gregg Owens and 

make a Welsh-flag kite in a craft session led by Mary Williams-Norton.  Although rainy 

weather prevented flying the kites outdoors, a few participants were successful in flying 

them by running down a church hallway.  Others learned about the Welsh revival of the 

early 20th century by viewing a videotape with commentary presented by Ann 

Lemmenes.   



 

Another pair of workshops followed.  One was presented by Danny Proud and Robert 

Humphries and offered an opportunity to learn about Welsh settlement in Patagonia and 

life in present-day Patagonia, 150 years after the original Welsh settlements.  The other 

workshop was presented by Marilyn Schrader.  She read a variety of Welsh legends, 

folk tales, and fairy tales.  A sumptuous te bach followed the workshops.  Ann 

Lemmenes had set the tables with lovely tea pots full of freshly brewed teas and china   

cups and saucers in many patterns.  WGGAW trustees and others provided food items 

including fresh fruit, cheeses, crackers, bars, and lots of varieties of Welsh cakes. 

 

A lively noson lawen followed the te bach.  Master of Ceremonies John Good provided 

amusing Welsh proverbs and sayings—yn Gymraeg followed by English translations—

between performances by many members of the audience.  Performances ranged from 

historical readings and folk tales to harp music and folk ballads.  Immediately following 

the noson lawen, the adjudicators of the Welsh Weekend Eisteddfod, Robert 

Humphries, Trefor Williams, and  John Good, introduced themselves.  Robert described 

the entries and called forward Hope (ffugenw of Carolee Schultz of Ripon, Wisconsin) to 

be installed as the bard for 2016.  Her essay, “Peniel Chapel Rainbow”, was judged the 

best and most fitting entry based on the year’s theme, rainbow.  Her essay and a photo 

of her chair are posted at http://wggaw.org/eisteddfod .  Carolee was seated in her chair 

and installed as bard with traditional ceremony and applause.  Welsh Weekend 

participants concluded their evening with fellowship, food, drink, and singing at the 

designated pub night location, Lyons Irish Pub, in downtown Watertown. 

 

The 84th State Gymanfa Ganu brought a large group of people to Christ United 

Methodist Church to sing four sets of favorite hymns under the direction of John Good.  

The organist was Steve Jensen of Milwaukee.  Steve has served as organist for many 

cymanfaoedd canu in Wisconsin and for several national cymanfaoedd canu , most 

recently in Minneapolis in 2014.  The program began with the singing of The Star 

Spangled Banner and ended with Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau and God Be With You, the 

traditional closing hymn.  The Christ United Methodist bell choir provided one set of 

special music:  selections entitled Mountain Springs and Sent Forth by God’s Blessing, 

which was set to the tune The Ash Grove.   Award winning violinist Sirena Pritchard 

played Mendelsohn’s Violin Concerto in E Minor as special music as well.  She was 

accompanied on the piano by Ann Lemmenes, WGGAW president and chairperson of 

the event.  The afternoon ended with a lavish te bach. 

 

http://wggaw.org/eisteddfod
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Carolee Schultz, Bard of 2016 Welsh Weekend Eisteddfod 

with Adjudicators (l-r) John Good, Trefor Williams, and Robert Humphries 

 

 

Sirena Pritchard, special music violinist 


