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Mrs. Keri Simacek’s fifth grade students at Quest Elementary 

School in Ripon, Wisconsin, are corresponding by email with 

pupils of Mrs. Maura Woodward Hughes at Venerable Edward Morgan 

Roman Catholic Primary School (VEM) in Shotton, Flintshire, 

North Wales this year.  To support their correspondence with 

Welsh pupils, they are also learning tipyn bach o Gymraeg to 

include in their messages and have recently created Welsh-flag 

kites to fly at school.   

 

The kite design they used makes a light-weight kite that uses 

sewing thread as the kite line and flies easily even if the kite 

flyer is just running indoors.  The fifth graders made their 

kites on a snowy day, so they flew them by running in the school 

hallways or gymnasium. 

 

 

Two students hold their ready-to-fly Welsh flag kites 

 



 

All class members display their kites 

 

 

Because the weather was cold and wet, the students tried out their kites by 

running down a school hallway 

 

They also created bilingual holiday greeting cards to send to 

their “e-pals” by “snail mail”. 



 

Each class member created a holiday card with bilingual greetings, 

decorations, and a photograph 

I have visited Mrs. Simaceks’ classroom on several occasions to 

help them learn basic Welsh vocabulary to use in their 

correspondence.  The students have learned how to express their 

favorite activities and foods in Welsh as well as ask their e-

pals to write about their favorites.  Before preparing their 

Christmas cards, the children learned such expressions as 

“Nadolig Llawen”, “Blwyddyn Newydd Dda”, and “Cyfarchion Y 

Tymor”.   They greet me, each other, and their e-pals with “Bore 

da” or “Prynhawn da”.  The students are also learning Spanish, 

so their gwersi Cymraeg help to reinforce the importance of 

multiple language learning as a natural and necessary part of 

education in the modern world. 

  

Since she participated as assistant director in 2002-3 in 

Project Madog, an educational project funded in part by an 

Eisenhower Professional Development grant, Mrs. Simacek has 

worked with Welsh schools and teachers to set up classroom-to-

classroom partnerships so that her students could correspond 

with Welsh pupils.  Pupils of Mr. Anthony (Tony) Allen, then 

headteacher at Ysgol Yr Esgob in Caerwys, were her class’s first 

e-pal partners.  In more recent years her classes corresponded 

with pupils of Mr. Bryan Griffiths at Ysgol Yr Esgob, and now 

her class is partnered with the pupils of Mrs. Maura Woodward 

Hughes at VEM.   

 



While Project Madlog was being funded, Tony Allen and Moira 

Catherall, then headteacher at VEM, traveled to Wisconsin with 

the support of funds from Welsh educational authorities, to 

visit Project schools.  Mrs. Simacek, with support from WEST 

(Wisconsin Elementary and Middle Level Science Teachers) and 

Ripon Kiwanis groups, visited Tony’s and Moira’s schools.  As 

part of my sabbatical leave in Wales in 2004 I visited these 

schools as well as a number of others in North Wales.   


